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Through a Solid Foundation 

Cyrus Eaton, a successful industrialist and native of Pugwash, Nova Scotia, read this mani-
festo with great interest. Eaton, a devotee of global affairs and philosophy, had previously 
held several conferences at his historic lodge in Pugwash. In 1929, he had formed the 
“Pugwash Park Commission”, in order to revive the local community and promote Pugwash 
as a place of economic and industrial activity. His vision, however, reached farther than his 
own backyard. His drive to build bridges between diversities and his desire to “do good in 
the world” led to his next action. He decided to write to Russell, inviting any interested scien-
tists to meet at the lodge, to discuss the implications of this manifesto and of the nuclear 
threat.  
 
On July 6th, 1957, twenty-two international scientists met in the village of Pugwash, and 
gathered at Cyrus Eaton’s lodge — to be later known as “The Thinkers’ Lodge”.   

Entering the village of Pugwash, Nova Scotia, signs proclaim the village “world famous for peace.” A tiny, scenic 
village, Pugwash has been a haven for great minds coming together openly in a spirit of fellowship, with world-
changing results. The story started half a century ago. 
 
During the height of the Cold War, and in the shadow of the 
threat of nuclear annihilation, eminent leaders of the scientific 
community Bertrand Russell, Albert Einstein, Max Born, P.W. 
Bridgman, L. Infield, J.F. Joliot-Curie, H.J. Muller, Linus Pauling, 
C.F. Powell, Joseph Rotblat and Hideki Yukawa signed a 
“manifesto”.  Released to the public on July 9, 1955, it became 
known as the “Russell-Einstein Manifesto,” and called upon sci-
entists to accept responsibility for the peaceful use of their dis-
coveries and inventions. It also called upon world leaders to 
work towards the abolishment of nuclear weapons and the re-
nunciation of war.   
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This historic conference became the forerunner of a series of conferences. 
These conferences became known as “The Pugwash Conferences on Science 
and World Affairs.  Through the affirmation of the individual responsibility of sci-
entists for their work, the conferences continue to strive to the elimination of war 
as a social institution and to the eradication of weapons of mass destruction.  
For the last five decades, members of the Pugwash Move-
ment have come together to work towards those goals, by 
educating world leaders and by providing frameworks that 
assist world powers in resolving issues. The cumulative ef-
fect of the Pugwash Conferences helped to pave the way 
for the following milestones: 

· 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty 
· 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
· 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty 
· 1972 SALT I Accords. 
· 1972 Biological Weapons Convention 
· 1979 SALT II Accords 
· 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention 
· 1996 Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

In order to truly drive home the need for peace and for nuclear disarmament, however, it is vital for each and every 
one of us to become aware of this need, and to strive towards a safe future for our children, for ourselves, and for 
our world.  
 
That’s where we come in... 
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Through Inspiration 
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Joseph Rotblat was researching nuclear physics in England when the 
Nazi forces invaded his native Poland. Because Germany under Hitler 
was thought to be developing an atomic bomb, Rotblat and other scien-
tists feverishly raced to create it first. Not long after being transplanted to 
Los Alamos, to work on the Manhattan Project, Rotblat learned that the 
Germans had abandoned their efforts at nuclear weaponry. He insisted 
that the “arms race” was over, and that nobody should work any longer 
on a weapon with such devastating implications. However, the momen-
tum could not be stopped, and so Rotblat acted in conscience and re-
signed from the Manhattan Project, becoming the world’s first protester 
against the atomic bomb. Devoting the rest of his life to applying his 
knowledge to peaceful and humanitarian uses, Rotblat was a primary or-
ganizational force behind the first meeting of world scientists in Pugwash.  
In 1995, he and the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs 
were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Years passed, but the goals of the 
Pugwash Conferences on Science 
and World Affairs were as pressing as 
ever.  Joseph Rotblat was convinced 
that in order to attain peace and nu-
clear disarmament, the public needed 
to become educated, aware, and in-
volved regarding this urgent issue. He 
expressed the view that the legacy of 
“Pugwash” needed to be made con-
crete, by way of a permanent facility in 
the Village of Pugwash, so as to pro-
vide a place for civil society to learn 
about peace, nuclear disarmament, 
and their role in achieving these aims.  
“Jo”, as he was known in Pugwash, 
became the first patron of the Pug-
wash Peace Exchange.  He passed 
away in August of 2005, bequeathing 
his Nobel Prize medallion to the Pug-
wash Peace Exchange, where it will 
serve as a wellspring of inspiration for 
all who walk through our doors.  

The goal of the Pugwash Peace Exchange is to build a world-class 
educational and interpretive centre for peace, and to restore the 
“Thinkers’ Lodge” and surrounding buildings to their former glory. 
These buildings will serve as a heart and a home for our seminars, 
conferences, displays and educational programming. By bridging 
the past and the future, we will offer inspiration to a new generation 
of those who would seek peace.  
 
The Pugwash Peace Exchange facility, with its unique and interac-
tive displays and programs, will provide a setting where people of all 
ages and backgrounds can exchange ideas, experiences and 
knowledge. Our visitors will also have access to support and re-
sources on peace, nuclear non-proliferation, and issues threatening 
human existence. We will also provide thought-provoking informa-
tion on the five pillars of the Human Security Agenda — Nuclear 
Disarmament, Economic Development, Environmental Protection, 
Human Rights and Democracy.  
 
We aim to create an international resource centre where students, 
diplomats, tourists, educators, families, and any other visitors can be 
educated and inspired toward helping to create a peaceful world. 

Our Mission: to promote learning about the realities of war and the necessity of peace and nuclear  
disarmament, all in the context of history, science and personal commitment.  
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Today’s youth will be shaping the future of mankind. We aim to engage, educate 
and nurture all youth as “thinkers”, by helping them explore peaceful resolution to 
conflict, and by helping them understand the inner workings of the peace process 
and how it can be achieved. We will accomplish this through: 
 
· Cultivating worldwide networks of youth who are working towards peace. We 

will act as a conduit for youth to collect information and coordinate initiatives. 
· Facilitating conferences and workshops to assist youth in their understanding 

of what a “culture of peace” means to the world and how to effect societal 
change. 

· Inviting schools, organizations and community groups to the Peace Exchange 
facility and the Thinkers’ Lodge in order to share their vision of peace and to 
awaken and inspire the thirst for peace in youth globally. 

· Encouraging and assisting youth in teaching and guiding their peers towards 
working to foster the climate for eliminating nuclear weapons .  

· Establishing an internationally accessible and interactive web site, which will guide youth to new levels of nu-
clear peril literacy, and will also grant them access to materials and resources from worldwide peace organi-
zations.  

· Acting as a venue for meetings and conferences for the numerous worldwide chapters of Student Pugwash, 
so as to support, foster and expand those groups. 

 

So much has been accomplished by the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World 
Affairs, and by other organizations who work towards peace.  And yet, even though our 
world remains in danger from the threat of nuclear weaponry,  our society is deafening 
in its silence. Are we in denial, or are we, in the words of Kofi Annan, “sleepwalking” 
towards nuclear proliferation? The Pugwash Peace Exchange, the Thinkers’ Lodge, 
and the surrounding buildings and gardens will provide as a peaceful, inspiring setting 
where everybody, from the novice  to the non-proliferation expert, can learn about the 
nuclear threat and how to work towards peace. This will be accomplished through: 

 
· Providing conferences and workshops, archives, access to world experts, and an atmosphere of free and 

open discussion, all with the aim to foster the ideas that will change the world.  
· Hosting international disarmament experts at the Peace Exchange facility, where our visitors can be in-

formed about the nuclear threat and inspired towards involvement. 
· Educating all who enter our doors about the history and inner workings 

of the nuclear disarmament movement.  
· Enabling access to resource materials such as Joseph Rotblat’s papers, 

as well as documents written by other great “thinkers”.  
· Restoring the Thinkers’ Lodge, an international source of inspiration, so 

that today’s and tomorrow’s “great thinkers” can find serenity, history, 
and motivation inside its walls.   
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Through Youth Participation 
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Through Nuclear Disarmament 
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Peace is a universal need that transcends politics, transcends culture, and 
transcends all other boundaries. All people need peace—and all people 
should have a voice in the quest for peace. We will support global involve-
ment by: 
 
· Fostering links with other peace centres around the world and with 

notable experts on peace and nuclear disarmament, so as to create 
an ever-growing global community.  

· Building bridges between people from different backgrounds; between 
students and world leaders; between activists and academics.  

· Facilitating workshops and conferences relative to peace and the Hu-
man Security Agenda. 

· Reaching out to international experts and scholars, and enriching our 
programming with their expertise and vision. 

· Hosting members of Pugwash Conferences on Science and World 
Affairs annually for a workshop, where non-proliferation experts from 
all over the globe can create frameworks for peace, inspired by being 
in the same setting where their collective history began. 
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Through Exchanging Ideas 

Through Global Involvement 

Peace is generated by the free exchange of ideas and experiences. We all have so 
much to learn from each other, and the Pugwash Peace Exchange will encourage 
free and open discussion about peace, where people of all ages, backgrounds, and 
beliefs can come and learn to engage with and recreate the world. We will encour-
age the exchange of ideas through: 
 
· Providing a peaceful, yet thought-provoking environment, which will inspire 

people towards open, thoughtful discussion about peace and world matters. 
· Supplying in-depth and expertly researched resource material and informa-

tion, so as to spark inspiration, a thirst for knowledge, and a new level of un-
derstanding. 

· Holding conferences and workshops that will bring great minds from around the world together for the com-
mon cause of peace.  

· Creating a “Thinkers’ Circle” at the heart of the Pugwash Peace Exchange. Housing Joseph Rotblat’s Nobel 
Prize medallion, it will provide a setting for open and free dialogue on all matters related to peace, nuclear 
disarmament, the Human Security Agenda, and any other world issues.  

· Offering fellowships, where educators and scholars can stay in our “Scholar’s Cottage”, a setting for inspira-
tion and intense personal study. There, they can increase their own understanding of peace and how to 
achieve it, interact with visiting experts during conferences and workshops, and can act as a resource for our 
programming, discussions, and exhibits. 
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The first step is to want peace. Then, you have to find out how to attain it. That’s where we 
come in.  Through our conferences, youth forums, workshops, and educational programs, 
we will teach both youth and adults to accept no arbitrary limits to their quest for peace. This 
will be achieved by: 
 

· Developing educational and curriculum programs that will allow people to not just read 
about conflict and peace, but to truly understand how and 
why international conflict happens, the motivations of the 

players in historical conflicts, the hidden machinations of international rela-
tions, why world peace is so elusive, and how they can overcome those 
obstacles as peacemakers. 

· Providing the Russell-Einstein Manifesto and other compelling materials to 
schools worldwide, so as to inspire youth to strive towards a more peaceful 
world. 

· Facilitating conferences and workshops for all ages, so as to encourage a 
lifelong thirst for knowledge about world matters and peace, and to impart 
the message that it is never to late to try to make a difference in the world. 
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Through Education 
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· The patronage of Lieutenant-General the Hon. Roméo Dallaire. 
· A nationally distinguished Advisory Council and a committed and dedicated Board of Directors. 
· An interactive and in-depth web site, www.pugwashpeaceexchange.org 
· Over 1000 members since August of 2005 and a dedicated and energetic roster of volunteers. 
· Three successful operating campaigns, raising over $100,000. 
· Integral links to international peace organizations, such as the Middle Powers Initiative, Canadian Pugwash 

Group and the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs. 
· Two successful fundraising dinners in Halifax, in 2008 and 2009, raising over $60,000. 
· Successful conferences in Pugwash in July 2006, 2007 and 2008, bringing together the world’s foremost nu-

clear disarmament experts from over 40 countries. 
· Working with CREDA, we have received project support of over $100,000 to date. 
· A youth group, the Pugwash Youth Peace Exchange, acting under our tutelage. 
· Letters of support from all three branches of government, as well as local community groups. 
· A comprehensive and detailed business plan , created by one of Canada’s leading economic consulting firms, 

Gardner Pinfold of Halifax. 
· A market survey study, performed by Corporate Research Associates, concluding that there is a large and vi-

able market for the Pugwash Peace Exchange concept, and that the PPE has a broad base of support. 
· A new public level of access to the Thinkers’ Lodge—100 + people have experienced educational tours. 
· Recognition of our role at the 2006 Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs in Cairo (2006) and It-

aly (2007). 
· Recognition from Rotary International with the awarding of the Donald MacRae peace award in 2008. 

Through Promise 
The quest for peace is intricate and challenging, but it is vital to humanity. This is a viewpoint that, as it spreads 
through society, will help the world refocus its efforts in order to build a culture of peace. We will continue to pro-
mote that viewpoint, spurred on by our numerable successes to date, including: 
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Enhancement of the Scholar’s Cottage      
 

Formerly the staff house, adjacent to the Thinkers’ Lodge, the Scholar’s Cottage will be re-
stored and opened to the public as accommodation for visiting scholars, researchers and 
speakers. It will be a quiet setting for inspiration and intense personal study, while main-
taining easy access to the Thinkers’ Lodge and the Pugwash Peace Exchange facility.   
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Restoration of the Thinkers’ Lodge      
 

The Thinkers’ Lodge, built in 1850, is viewed as sacred ground by the International Pug-
wash Movement. It has not been open for public access, due to its inability to withstand 
sustained or substantial traffic. This important piece of Canadian history will be restored 
and repaired, where it will serve as an inspiration for discussion and thought, will provide a 
historical context to the quest for nuclear disarmament, and will provide accommodations to 
conference guests. A “Peace Garden” will also be created at the grounds of the Lodge, so 
as to provide a serene setting for our visitors to contemplate and reflect on how they can 
make a difference in the world. 

Restoration of the Dining Hall       
 

Originally a lobster factory before being purchased by Cyrus Eaton and then used by him 
as a dining hall for conference attendees, it will be restored, modernized, and repaired. It 
will then be used as dining facilities for conference and workshop attendees, as well as a 
seaside setting for Pugwash Peace Exchange fundraising events and smaller meetings. 

Construction of the Pugwash Peace Exchange Interpre tive/Educational Centre  
 

The Pugwash Peace Exchange will be a new, environmentally sensitive, 9,000 square foot 
building, located in close proximity to the Thinkers’ Lodge. The Peace Exchange building 
will be the focal point of the Pugwash Peace Exchange experience. It will house innovative, 
thought-provoking and interactive displays, and act as the setting from which our educa-
tional programming and workshops will be developed. It will also house Joseph Rotblat’s 
Nobel Prize medallion, contain the administrative offices and gift shop and serve as a tran-
quil setting for discussion, conferences, guest speakers, and educational excellence.  

Creation of our Educational Endowment Fund             
 

The Educational Endowment will ensure a steady and sustained source of income to con-
tribute to the development of our educational workshops, conferences, and curriculum pro-
gramming. The investment in education will ensure that people, particularly our youth, are 
provided with the proper tools to make their world a more peaceful one.  

Our Goals 

The global quest for peace has many dimensions. The Pugwash Peace Exchange complex will be similarly multi-
faceted. Marrying the past with the present and future, the complex will encompass multiple elements. The result 
will be a facility that is truly greater than the sum of its parts and that will provide a cohesive, dynamic approach to 
the task of educating the world about the need for peace and how to make it a reality.  
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Our Staff: 
 

Ann Jeffreys—Project & Office Administrator 
Krista Elliott—Fundraising & Communications Manager 

Our Advisory Council: 
 

Ernie Regehr, O.C. (Chair) 
Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford 
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M. 
Dr. J. Clair Callaghan 
Bill Casey, MP 
The Hon. Lorne O. Clarke, O.C., O.N.S., Q.C. 
Dr. J. Colin Dodds 
Ivan Duvar 
John. H. Farrell 
Carol Hill 
Ron Joyce, C.M. 
Macha MacKay 
Alexa McDonough 
Dr. Elizabeth Parr-Johnston, C.M. 
Stephanie McCandless Reford 
The Hon. Douglas Roche, O.C. (Emeritus) 
Dr. Reginald Weiser 
 
Cultural Emissary: 
 

Tom Forrestall, C.M, O.N.S. 

Our Honourary Patron: 
 
Lieutenant-General the Hon. Roméo Dallaire 

Our Board of Directors: 
 

Stephen G. Leahey (Chair) 
Gerrie Baycroft 
Bonnie Bond 
Earl Chase 
Bill Church 
John Eaton 
Marilyn Horton 
Dennice Leahey, C.M. 
Bert McWade 
Terry Smith 
John Swan 

Pugwash Peace Exchange 
PO Box 38, 236 Water Street 
Pugwash, NS B0K 1L0 
 
(902) 243-2328 
mail@pugwashpeaceexchange.org 
www.pugwashpeaceexchange.org 
 

Registered Charitable No: 85434 5972 RR0001 


