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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the members of the 
Pugwash Peace Exchange will be held at the St. Thomas More Church Hall, 79 Church 
St., Pugwash, Nova Scotia, on Thursday, the 22nd day of April, 2010, at 7:00pm to: 
A) review and consider the Annual Report; 
B) Receive and consider the reports of the directors; 
C) Elect directors and officers; 
D) Transact such business as may properly come before the meeting. 
Dated at Pugwash, the 9th day of February, 2010. 
 

Featuring special guest speaker, Bill Casey.  
Also, 2 Nobel Prizes - Sir Joseph Rotblat and Willar d Boyle - will be on display! 

 

Refreshments will be served at this event. For more information, please call 243-2328.   
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Be Green! 
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Designated in 2008 as a National Historic 
Site, the Thinkers’ Lodge is the birthplace 
of the Pugwash movement, an 
international organization for nuclear 
disarmament and world peace. In 1957, 
at the height of the Cold War, the first 
Pugwash Conference on Science and 
World Affairs took place here, hosted by 
Cyrus Eaton. Eaton had acquired the 
Thinkers’ Lodge and refurbished it as a 
summer inn with the goal of revitalizing 
the economy of Pugwash, which had 
been devastated by a failed economy 
and multiple fires in the 1920s. 
This year we are pleased to announce 
that the Thinkers’ Lodge itself will be 
revitalized all thanks to monies funded by 
the Province of Nova Scotia, Atlantic 
Canada Opportunities Agency and the 
Municipality of Cumberland County. In 
total $800k has been granted to the 
Pugwash Park Commission, founded in 
1929 by Cyrus Eaton in order to revive 
the community and oversee the Eaton 
Estate. This investment is both welcome 
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and timely. The historic significance of the 
Thinkers’ Lodge, not to mention its 
community value, means that it is 
important that heritage considerations 
play a meaningful role in the decision 
making process behind how and where 
this funding is spent. To date the Lodge’s 
six chimneys have been rebuilt from the 
roof up, the roof has been re-shingled and 
foundation work is still ongoing. In recent 
years the lodge has not been open for 
public access due to its inability to 
withstand sustained or substantial traffic.  
The next phase of restoration, which will 
begin once funding becomes available, 
will be the interior of the Lodge. The main 
goal is to open the Lodge and the Dining 
Hall for more community activities and 
conferences. It is hoped that once 
renovations are complete that this 
important piece of Canadian history will 
serve as an inspiration for discussion and 
thought, will provide a historical context to 
the quest for peace as Cyrus Eaton would 
inspire it to be. 
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In a world effected by a widespread culture of violence, social inequalities and armed conflict it is vital that educators 
and experts come together to explore and generate new approaches to local, national, and global problems. Now, 
more than ever, educators must revitalize the educational process and tools necessary to foster the difficult task of 
confronting and transforming direct, cultural and structural violence. This summer, through the leadership of many 
NGO’s, peace educators and experts, a three day program will be put together to make this happen. 
From July 7—10, an interactive and action-oriented conference will be held in Halifax, Nova Scotia at Mount Saint 
Vincent University. This conference will give participants the opportunity to explore how peace education, women’s 
activism, and the nuclear disarmament movement have contributed and can continue to contribute to building a 
more peaceful world. It is hoped with the inspiration of local and global leaders the conference will encourage 
dialogue around these themes and develop concrete strategies for building a culture of peace in our classrooms, 
communities and our world.  
For more information, email peaceconference@msvu.ca. Additional information will be provided to you as more 
details become available. 

On January 12th, 2010 a catastrophic earthquake shattered the lives of an estimated 3 million Haitians. Being a very 
poor country and due to the severity of destruction caused by this earthquake many people world-wide have 
responded by donating money, personal items, medical aid and services. This year the Pugwash Youth Peace 
Exchange students fundraised for school supplies that will be sent to Haiti                                                          
through CODE Canada’s Project Love. More than ever before, children and                                                                      
teachers in Haiti need our support. The PYPE students believe that through                                                                               
education and the love of reading the children in Haiti will find peace in this                                                                            
tragedy. According to CODE, Haiti hopes to have schools up and running                                                                                      
by September or October. There is so much to do to heal a broken world,                                                                         
but our world as a global community can do imaginable things in a time of                                                                         
need. Peace will be found in the devastation of Haiti one step at a time.                                                                                   
For more information about how your group or local school can become                                                                        
involved in Project Love please visit the CODE Canada website at                                                                                    
www.codecan.org.                                                                                                                                                        
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Mr. Bill Casey spent many years as a parliamentarian and represented the province of Nova Scotia, Canada for 
many years. But before his career in politics he was known to friends and family as “Highway Bill” for his great 
expertise as an owner and operator of a car dealership. Today he could still be regarded as “Highway Bill” not only 
for his great sales attributes but for the roadways he has committed himself to building for world peace. Bill has since 
resigned from his political career and now has a passion for foreign affairs. He has travelled extensively throughout 
the Middle East and continues to be active on Middle East Issues. He has worked with the Speakers of the House of 
the Israeli Knesset and the Palestinian Parliament to bring MPs to Canada to discuss peace in the Middle East. 
Recently, he was invited to be a keynote speaker at an important inter-parliamentary meeting on the Palestinian-
Israeli peace process. It is a huge responsibility to undertake such a critical                                                                              
role in this issue which constitutes a key to security and stability in                                                                                      
the Middle East. 
This conference could not have come at a more suitable time. The progressing                                                                     
deadlock for peace talks in the Middle East caused by lack of leadership betw-                                                                     
een the Israeli and Palestinian parties and disagreements over the terms of                                                                                          
reference for negotiations are a major concern. This meeting provided an                                                                                              
opportunity for great discussion amongst world peace experts on what                                                                                                                         
steps are needed in order to create peace in the Middle East. The Pugwash                                                                           
Peace Exchange is proud to have Bill on our Advisory council. He will be                                                                        
sharing his experiences with us at the Pugwash Peace Annual General                                                                           
Meeting on the evening of April 22nd. 

Bill Casey at the International Meeting 
in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace 
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2009 will go down as a transitional year for the Pugwash Peace Exchange. During that year we continued our 
activities as we had in the past with a successful dinner in Halifax followed by a July conference, a celebration of our 
many volunteers and two Christmas gatherings--one in Halifax and the other in Pugwash. 

Our late March dinner in Halifax at Saint Mary’s University was attended by approximately 300 people and proved, 
with its silent auction, to be a major fund raising event. Retired Senator, the Honourable Douglas Roche, dean and 
much distinguished head of the anti-nuclear bomb movement in Canada was our speaker. His presentation: ‘The 
Children of Adam’ Obama, Canada and Peace’ in which he elaborated on Obama’s arrival in the White house. He 
described it as a transformational moment in the history of the anti nuclear weapon movement. He said, and I quote: 
“The arrival of President Barack Obama in the White House is a transformational moment in world history.  It is of the 
same magnitude as the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, which brought a sudden end to the Cold War.” 

Senator Roche, in his insightful address foreshadowed Obama’s new strategy which makes just about every 
nonnuclear state immune from any threat of nuclear retaliation by the United States. But it carves out an exception 
for Iran and North Korea, warning both countries that the United States could still use its nuclear arsenal to counter 
any effort to sell or transfer the country’s nuclear technology to terrorists.  

In July we hosted a conference consisting of International Student Young Pugwash drawing participants from around 
the world including such places as Egypt, South Africa, Holland and the United States. In their conference summary 
entitled: Climbing to the Top of the Mountain, the Student members said this, and I quote: “We, the leaders of the 
International Student/Young Pugwash movement, meeting in Pugwash Nova Scotia where the transnational 
movement for nuclear disarmament was launched in 1957, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of the first Student Pugwash groups, reaffirm our belief that young people can and must take 
responsibility for the roles they can play in creating a world free of nuclear weapons.” 

Our featured speaker was Doctor Talatbek Masadykov, a citizen of Kyrgyzstan and current Chief of the Political Affairs 
Unit of the United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan. Through his plain spoken analysis of the workings of 
the Karzai government in Afghanistan, we were among the first to know of the problems with the United Nations 
mission to that troubled country. 

During the same conference the PPE played host to 50 of Canada’s best and brightest high school students, known 
as SHAD VALLEY students, who came to listen and to learn about the “Pugwash Conferences”, Cyrus Eaton, 
Thinkers’ Lodge and to see, to hold and to be inspired by the Sir Joseph Rotblat Nobel Peace Medallion. 

Who among us will ever forget the world famous opera singer, Barbara Hannigan who came from Prague and sang 
so movingly for us. It left a powerful memory. 
2009 was also the year in which the PPE met its first major goal, which was to see the raising of the monies--in this 
instance $800,000--to begin the first step in the renovation of the Thinkers’ Lodge where the Pugwash Conferences 
began more than  50 years ago. 

At the end of the year we had maintained our membership at about 1000 and exited with a strong balance sheet.  

Now, in 2010, and after 5 years during which we have come from a glint in the eye to a major Nova Scotia event, the 
Board has decided that we should move to a lower profile for the next few months. The motivation to do this stems 
from several directions. We have completed the first stage of our journey which was to see to the renovation of the 
Thinkers’ Lodge; to celebrate this occurrence the Pugwash Park Commission want to hold their own Peace 
Conference in the same time frame in which we would ordinarily do so. It seemed appropriate for us to vacate that 
time frame and allow them to this; the funding of the educational centre, which is our next large goal, will require that 
we rethink our business plans and our approach to raising funds. We need time and organizational effort to do this. 

This is not to say we will not be active. Our vision remains the building of an educational interpretive centre dedicated 
to the principles of Peace and the Human Security Agenda. By doing this we will attract tourists                                 
to the Village and retain our young people who will find meaningful employment in the                                   
community.  

Again this year we will be hosting the SHAD VALLEY students, in conjunction with the Wallace                                
Area Museum, who now celebrate Doctor Bill Boyle’s being awarded the 2009 Nobel Prize in                           
physics. Imagine, two Nobel Prizes within 20 kilometres of each other! Also, as it now stands,                              we 
will be hosting Senator Roche at a public event in early September along with a high profile                                   
cultural activity. 

The Pugwash Peace Exchange has bloomed and prospered thanks to its dedicated Board,                                      
staff, volunteers, advisors and members from every continent. On behalf of all of us, a                                            
special thanks!        

Stephen G. Leahey 
PPE Board Chair 
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The Pugwash Peace Exchange has now wrapped up its annual operating campaign. This campaign’s goal was to 
raise the funds that will be used towards the day-to-day expenses of running our office and continuing the work that 
we have done towards establishing a facility that will foster learning and passion for peace, while contributing towards 
economic development in our province. 

This year, you donated $26, 200 to help our organiza tion meet its goals.  

We truly appreciate the overwhelming level of support that we have received from  you, our members. Your 
donations will allow us to continue to educate and bring together our visitors and members, and provide support and 
resources to the world’s peacemakers, we believe that our tiny corner of the globe can become an integral part of 
humanity’s quest for a more peaceful world. 

Our supporters (from Sept. 1/09 to Dec. 31/09): 
 We also want to thank our many anonymous donors for their generosity.                                                        

We apologize if anybody has been omitted from (or included on) this list in error. 
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Pugwash Peace Exchange 
 

PO Box 38, 82 Water Street 
Pugwash, NS B0K 1L0 

(902) 243-2328 
mail@pugwashpeaceexchange.org 
www.pugwashpeaceexchange.org 

We’re on Facebook!  

Florence Arsenault 
Gail Asper 
Avery Bain 

Basic Spirit Inc. 
Joe & Jan Boivin 

Carl Boyd 
Paolo & Sandi Brenciaglia 

Helmut Burkhardt 
Millard Charman 

Clare Christie 
Bill & Carol Church 

Evie Coates 
Allen & Coleen Colpitts 

John & Donna Cunningham 
Victor Dorey 
Greta Dow 
Joyce Dow 

Peter & Barbara Duke 
David & Monique Dykeman 

Dianne Elliott 
Fairview Chrysler Doge Jeep 

Mike & Lili Falk 
David & Jean Farley 

Laddie & Karen Farquhar 
John & Jean Farrell 

Clarence & Hazel Felderhof 

John Fetherstonhaugh 
Brian & Janice Flemming 

Joan Forshner 
Scott & Ben Fowler 

Barbara Fowlie 
Maynard Gertler 
Narsi Ghorban 
Al & Anne Gillis 

Paul & Joyce Gray 
Ron & Virginia Hall 
Gerald Hoganson 

Fred & Marilyn Horton 
Doug Hunt 

Cliff & Donna Hutchinson 
Robert & Carol Hyslop 
Paul & Nora Jardine 

Bob & Nancy Kenney 
Doug Kirby 

Sita Krishnaswamy 
Norma Langille 

Adrienne Leahey 
Douglas Leahey 

Douglas & Maureen Leahey 
Stephen & Dennice Leahey 

Mike & Lynne Lester 
Linda Longmire 

Ben & Tamara Lorincz 
Linda MacLean 

Robert & Marsha Mann 
Alexa McDonough 

Tom McGlone 
Carolyn McGrath 

David & Bala Mehta 
Bob & Helga Mills 

Anne Murray 
Harold & Donna Murray 

Greg & Alvina Nix 
Bob & Phyllis O'Connell 

Michael Paterson 
Mike & Alice Power 

Carl Purdy 
RBC Royal Bank 

Lesley Read 
Ernie & Nancy Regehr 

Al & Gaby Rosen 
Cecil & Mae Saunders 

David Stevenson 
Judy Vissers 

Karolyn Waterson 
Reginald Weiser 
Kathleen Zwicker 

 


